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   Those who are given responsibility for the spiritual 
and physical care of their neighbors must never flee 
but stay and care for others with the constant 
humility and discernment to not make things worse. 
Luther even went as far as to call those who did not 
take care and then either became infected or became 
a source of infection to others, “Murderers.”  Luther 
did not always choose the most pastoral words in his 
writing or speaking! 
   The short answer to the question of how we are to 
operate in the middle of a worldwide pandemic is 
this: Love for our neighbor must be the driving force 
behind each decision we make as a church and as a 
people whether we are in a pandemic or not. This love 
goes beyond the walls of the church to home, 
schools, and places of business! Short-term political 
or financial gains must never come at the expense of 
the love and care of our neighbors. 
   Please continue to pray for the church and the world 
as we seek to always discern the wisest path forward 
even as the situation on the ground changes from 
week to week. We will strive to communicate as best 
we can as plans are made and as plans change. We 
will practice setting aside our own opinions and 
desires to make sure that the well-being of our 
neighbors comes first. And wherever we fall short, we 
will ask each other and God for forgiveness. This is 
what makes us different than any other place on this 
planet… in or out of whatever plague may come our 
way. 

Dear Siblings in Christ,  
 
   I had an opportunity to visit our youth while they 
were up at Pine Lake Lutheran Camp in July.  One of 
the campers was a guest from another Christian 
denomination and her father half-jokingly told me 
that he had given her a crash course on Lutheran 
theology and Martin Luther’s 95 Theses before he 
dropped her off! I responded that Luther went viral 
with those Theses before going viral was cool! 
   And that reminded me of another of Luther’s 
writings that went viral over the last 17 months for a 
completely different reason. While we have been 
navigating this pandemic as a church and a 
community, did you know that Luther survived the 
bubonic plague and even wrote about it? 
   Luther often gave written advice to other pastors as 
they confronted life and death issues without 1500 
years of Catholic theology and tradition to guide 
them. One pastor asked Luther whether it was okay 
for Christians to leave the city for someplace safer. 
Luther’s written response, “Whether One May Flee 
from a Deadly Plague,” is helpful to the church and 
might also help us navigate contemporary political 
divisions (which, in and of themselves, might be 
described as a plague!)  
   Luther wrote, “Therefore I shall ask God mercifully 
to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the 
air, administer medicine, and take it. I shall avoid 
places and persons where my presence is not needed 
in order not to become contaminated and thus 
perchance infect and pollute others, and so cause 
their death because of my negligence. … See, this is 
such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash 
nor foolhardy and does not tempt God.” 
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Subject to change as we monitor the latest health advisories 
Church School & Worship Updates Begin Sunday, September 19  

Starting Sunday, September 19, Good Shepherd will offer three in-person worship services indoors: 
Madison at 9 a.m., Verona at 10:30 a.m. and Verona at 6 p.m. All three services will be streamed.  

Church School will be offered at Madison at 9 a.m. and Verona at 10:30 a.m. and Virtually at 9:30 a.m. 
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Baptisms 

Gage Russell Berndt, child of Sarah & Ryan 
Berndt, baptized on August 15. 

Soren John Pergande, child of Kathryn & Adam 
Pergande, baptized on August 22. 

Treasure Sierra Kazda, child of Theresa Kazda 
& John Linden, baptized on August 29. 

Paige Helen Gibbons, child of Jamie & Aaron 
Gibbons, baptized on August 29. 

How to Support Adopt-A-School 
Good Shepherd is a long-time partner with Orchard Ridge Elementary 
School which is located just a few blocks from our Madison campus.  This 
school year is going to be challenging for both the ORE staff and the ORE 
families and students. There are many ways you can help support ORE by 
donating school supplies and individually wrapped nut-free snacks.  
Donations may be left in the bins at both the Verona and Madison 
campuses when the church is open. In addition, the bin will be available 
outside during food pantry hours at the Madison campus on Thursdays 
from 10:00 a.m. – Noon. and 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. Thank you for your 
continued support of ORE. 
 

Congregational Life 

S T A F F  U P D A T E S  
New Roles, New Faces 

F I N A N C I A L  D A S H B O A R D  
July 2021 Update 

Janelle Heller is 
leaving Little Blessings 
Preschool after 9 
years as 4K Lead 
Teacher to teach 
kindergarten in 
Edgerton. She’s 
grateful to have built 
an amazing program 
at Little Blessings with 
the Verona Area 
School District. 
Janelle said, “Little 
Blessings will always 
hold a special place in 
my heart”. 

Stefanie Christensen is 
joining Little Blessings, 
having recently moved 
here from Indianapolis, 
where she was a 4K 
teacher at a Lutheran 
preschool there. 
Welcome! 

Donna Maysack is 
adding responsibilities 
in her new role as 
Connections 
Coordinator. Donna 
will still coordinate all 
volunteers at church, 
along with database 
and membership roles. 
However, she has 
added an additional 
role of helping in 
Outreach ministries 
including managing 
the Clothes Closet. 

Jessica McCarty’s role 
will be changing as 
Good Shepherd’s new 
ministry coordinator. 
She will support a 
variety of ministry 
areas, including 
administration, 
communications and 
pastoral care/inreach, 
with an emphasis on 
birth-5th grade ministry 
-- meeting children and 
families where they 
are, and inviting them 
into a transformative 
relationship with God, 
each other, and the 
community.  

Altar Flowers Return  
After a long pause, you are able to sponsor altar flower arrangements in 
memory or in honor of a loved one, or for special occasions. The bouquets 
will be a beautiful addition to the altar at both campuses! You can sign up 
on the Altar Flower Chart for the remainder of this year at the Madison 
Campus located in the lobby by the entrance to the office.  You can also 
sign up online by going to gslcwi.com/flowers OR sending an email to 
Judy Hoard at jhoard@gslcwi.com.  Each arrangement is $50. When 
paying by check, please make it payable to Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church with “altar flowers” in the memo line. 
 

Amped Confirmation  
We welcome 6th-8th graders to take 
part in our confirmation program 
where we engage in silliness, 
stillness, and storytelling while we 
grow in understanding God's big 
story and our place in it. 6For more 
details and to register for the 2021-
2022 season (which spans from mid-
September to the end of April) visit  
gslcwi.com/amped 

Church School  
Gather together in God's goodness 
at church school. Students ages 3-
5th grade can nurture relationships 
with God and each other, Sundays 
9:00 a.m. in Madison, 10:30 a.m. in 
Verona or 9:30 a.m. virtually. 
Church School begins September 
19. Registration is open now and 
available on our website at  
gslcwi.com/children 
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Read more stories from our 2021 Generosity Theme at gslcwi.com/stories 

For much of his life, Bill Rittman has 
been a man known by his voice.  
A member of the Wisconsin Broadcasters Hall of 
Fame, Bill had a long and storied career in radio. 
He knows firsthand the power of speech. But at a 
time in his life when words could not begin to 
describe the challenges he was facing, the 
comforting words and presence of the pastoral 
team at Good Shepherd provided solace amidst 
the grief-filled silence.  
 
Several years after joining Good Shepherd, Bill 
was faced with the unthinkable — over a period of 
two years, he experienced the deaths of his wife, 
daughter and granddaughter. Amidst this grief, he 
has found comfort and healing through the 
pastoral staff at Good Shepherd.  
 
“All of these losses, were comforted by people like 
Pastor Sheryl, who has a very unique and amazing 
skill, to be able to comfort people who are 
experiencing great loss,” Rittman said. Over the 
years, in addition to individual pastoral care,  
Good Shepherd has offered Grief Classes. In these 
classes, individuals and families are given care 
and resources for their journey – helping them 
understand their grief and to give care and 
support for wherever they are on their journey.  

The pastoral care Bill received helped guide him 
through an incredibly difficult time. Bill now helps 
others in their challenges – using his voice to 
bring good news of great joy. 
     
At the encouragement of the pastoral staff, 
knowing Bill’s background and his desire to serve, 
Bill was invited by the media team to consider 
using his vocal talents at Good Shepherd. It was an 
invitation that Bill quickly and joyfully accepted.  
   
 By using his voice at Good Shepherd, Bill’s life 
has been enriched. He has served as voiceover 
artist to countless Good Shepherd multimedia 
productions. In worship, he has brought 
impeccable skill and great care to the reading of 
scripture through becoming a lector. He has also 
become a part of Good Shepherd’s Home 
Communion program, delivering the words of 
institution to those unable to hear it at Good 
Shepherd’s sanctuaries – bringing the Good News 
of Jesus’ love and forgiveness.  
 
Everyone experiences pain and loss at some point. 
Supporting Good Shepherd means supporting a 
community that will ensure no one has to walk 
through these valleys alone. It means we will meet 
each person where they are – by the grace of God 
and the love of Jesus Christ. 

Pictured: Director of Media Eric Holmer & Bill Rittman 

Comforted & Sent 

S H A R E D  L E A D E R S H I P  
Save the Date: Vision Collaboration Retreat  
Join us as we gather all committee chairs, co-chairs, board members, directors, staff and pastors to collaborate and align 
our direction with our Vision. Save the date Monday, October 11, 5:30-8:30 p.m. at the Verona campus sanctuary.  Dinner 
will be provided.  A Zoom option will also be available, but we encourage those who feel comfortable to join us in person.  
Social distancing will be provided.  All committee and congregation members are welcome.    
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Madison Campus (MAILING ADDRESS) 
5701 Raymond Rd. 
Madison, WI 53711-4231 
608-271-6633  
   
Verona Campus 
7291 County PD 
Verona, WI 53593 
608-845-8955 
      
Fax 608-271-2657 
info@gslcwi.com 
gslcwi.com 

C O M M U N I T Y  
Racial Equity Discussion Group  
Good Shepherd is forming a fall Racial Equity Discussion group to talk about the first 9 
topics presented in the United Way of Wisconsin Equity Challenge. As followers of Jesus, 
we are commanded to advocate for equality for all God’s children. When we know 
better, we do better. There is so much we need to learn (that most of us were never 
taught in school) in order to better understand this issue. Let’s do it together. There is 
no fee for the weekly Equity Challenge emails which include readings, videos and audio 
clips. 
 
We will be meeting weekly in the Good Shepherd Room at the Madison Campus on 
Wednesdays, September 15 – November 10, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. The maximum 
number of participants is 20. To register visit gslcwi.com/equity & sign up to receive the 
Equity Challenge weekly emails at unitedwaywi.org/page/equity-challenge  
 
Please join us. This is a safe, nonjudgmental space. None of us are experts on this 
challenging issue but talking together we can learn from and encourage each other. 

Office Hours Update 
Good Shepherd office hours will be 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. in 
Madison and 8:30 a.m.- Noon in Verona Monday through 
Thursday starting September 7. Both offices will be open  
8:30 a.m.- Noon on Friday. The Madison building will be closed 
between 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. for the lunch hour. 

Pardon Our Dust | Verona Campus Updates this Month  
Work has begun on a number of the improvement projects being paid for with your 
donations to the Beyond Campaign! These improvements include finishing the music room 
in Verona and remodeling the Verona lobby. Workers are framing in walls, replacing carpet 
and giving a fresh coat of paint over the next 6 weeks at our Verona campus. Please 
excuse our dust as we look to improve your experience when you worship inside.  

 


